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Gloria  Glory be to God Regent 

 

 
The Collect of the Day      

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things: 
Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end 
of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 

The First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his 
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they asked 
him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
Psalm 47 Omnes gentes, plaudite Henry Smart 

Antiphon (sung first by Cantor, then by all) 

 
 
Cantor: Clap your hands, all you peoples;  
 shout to God with a cry of joy.  
 For the Lord Most High is to be feared;  
 he is the great King over all the earth.  
 

All:   Antiphon 
 

Cantor: He subdues the peoples under us,  
 and the nations under our feet.  
 He chooses our inheritance for us,  
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  
 

All:   Antiphon 
 

Cantor: God has gone up with a shout,  
 the Lord with the sound of the ram's-horn.  
 Sing praises to God, sing praises;  
 sing praises to our King, sing praises.  
 

All:   Antiphon 
 

Cantor: For God is King of all the earth;  
 sing praises with all your skill.  
 God reigns over the nations;  
 God sits upon his holy throne.  
 

All:   Antiphon 
 

Cantor: The nobles of the peoples have gathered together  
 with the people of the God of Abraham.  
 The rulers of the earth belong to God,  
 and he is highly exalted. 
 

All:   Antiphon 
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The Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working 
of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him 
the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
Please stand. 
 

Gradual Hymn  Jesus reigns, from heaven’s height Terence 
 

 
  Giles Bryant 
 
Jesus reigns, from heaven’s height, 
Angels and archangels blessing. 
Saints and martyrs join above 
Praising Him in voice confessing 
Alleluia! 
 
Jesus reigns, from wounded tree, 
Cross uplifted, love's great story. 
Humble souls join broken lives, 
One with Christ in healing glory. 
Alleluia! 
 
Jesus reigns, in human hearts, 
Friends who live the Savior's calling. 
Cleansed and fed by word and sign 
God among us, in our dwelling. 
Alleluia! 
 
Jesus reigns, from day to day, 
Pilgrims on a sacred journey. 
Pledged to him who lives within 
Raised, ascended, Lord of glory. 
Alleluia! 

 

     J.M.A. Wright+  
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 
 

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." Then he led them out as far 
as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually 
in the temple blessing God. 
 

Gospeller:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
The Homily 
 
A period of silent reflection is kept. 
 
Please stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed   358 
   
The Prayers of the People for Ascension  

 

Bishop:  With the apostles we are exhorted by the angel not to stand looking up into heaven, but to prepare the 
world for Jesus’ return. Let us pray that His kingdom will come, saying: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor: For the Church, for its leaders, especially Mark, our Bishop; Katharine, our Presiding Bishop; and 
Rowan, Archbishop of Canterbury; for its clergy and for all its people, that we will be eager to see that 
the Good News is preached to the ends of the earth, we pray to the Lord: 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Intercessor: For missionaries, for teachers, for parents, that what they teach in Christ’s name will truly be the 
Good News which He came to bring, we pray to the Lord: 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Intercessor: For the leaders of governments, that the compassion of Jesus Christ will fill their hearts with concern 
for others, we pray to the Lord: 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Intercessor: For all who are destitute and all who are ill [N.], that they may know the presence of Jesus Christ and 
be filled with His strength, we pray to the Lord: 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Intercessor: For those preparing for confirmation, reception and reaffirmation: Drew, William, Noah,  Michael, 
Annie, Ashley, Ben, Bobby, Amelia, Luke, Bethany, Ben, Thomas, Kristy, Tom, Charlie, Dan, Karl, 
Connie, Amanda, Joe, Lauren, Courtney, Hayden, Katherine, Kate, Jim, Tracy, Florine, Bob, Lee, and 
Eddy that they may be faithful followers of Christ, we pray to the Lord: 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Intercessor: For those who have died [N.], that the mercy of Jesus Christ will fill them with His eternal glory, we 
pray to the Lord: 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Intercessor: For ourselves, gathered here at the Lord’s Table, that God may convince us that our hope lies not 
only in that which can be seen, we pray to the Lord: 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 
Bishop:  God most Holy, hear our prayers so that in the time between Jesus’ ascension and His return in 

majesty, we may bear witness to your everlasting love for us. We ask this in the name of Him who has 
ascended to your right hand, there to celebrate life with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Confession of Sin and Absolution                                        360 
  
The Peace                                                                                                                                                                          360       
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
Offertory Hymn   God is gone up with a merry noise (Ascendit Deus) Arthur Hutchings 
 

God is gone up with a merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. Thou art 
gone up on high. Thou hast led captivity captive and received gifts for men. O sing praises 
unto our God. Alleluia. God is gone up on high. 

  
Presentation Hymn The Doxology with Alleluias Lasst uns erfreuen 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below, alleluia, alleluia!   
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

Kneelers have been removed from the pews for safekeeping while “Saving Grace” work proceeds, so we invite you to remain standing during the 
Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer). 

 
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)  367 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus 
S125  Richard Proulx 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                            364               
 
S154 Christ our Passover David Hurc 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  364 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Becket Gerald Senchur 

 

 
 

The Communion of the People 
The Episcopal Church invites all baptized Christians of any age to the Lord’s Table. To receive the consecrated Bread, extend your hands 
upward, palms crossed. When receiving the Wine, please assist the chalice as it is offered; or, having consumed the Bread, you may return to 
your seat.  We believe Christ fully present in either element.  If you are not baptized, or if you prefer not to receive the Sacrament, you may 
ask for a blessing. 
 

 
Communion Hymn 307 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor St. Osmund  
 
Postcommunion Prayer  365 
 
The Blessing 
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Processional Hymn 460  Alleluia! sing to Jesus! Hyfrydol  
 
Dismissal    

 
 

†   †   † 
 

Service Participants 
 

Celebrant 
The Right Reverend Mark Lawrence 

 
Homilist 

The Reverend Canon J. Michael A. Wright 
 

Gospeller 
The Reverend Paul Gilbert  

 
Assisting Clergy 

The Reverend Alastair Votaw 
The Reverend Paul Gilbert  

The Reverend Dr. Kirtley Yearwood 
 

Music 
St. Gregory Choir 

Dr. Scott Bennett, Organist and Master of the Music 
 

Cantor 
Brian Scholtens 

 
Ushers 

Glenn Vetter, Tommy Thornhill,  
Peggy Mauldin, Carl Millford 

 
Lectors 

Mary Person, Jan Gilbert 
 

Intercessor 
Mary Person 

 
Chalice Bearers 

Ian MacDonald, Rhoda Votaw 
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The Reverend Canon Michael Wright, Rector  
The Reverend Dr. Kirtley Yearwood, Vicar  
The Reverend Alastair Votaw, Associate Priest  
The Reverend Paul Gilbert, Associate Priest 
The Reverend Philip Porcher, Assisting Priest  
The Reverend Todd Oswald, Assisting Priest 
Kathy North, Administrator  
Emily Guerry, Assistant to the Rector Pro Tem 
Dr. Scott Bennett, Organist and Master of the Music 
Jodi Bennett, Director of Children’s Choirs 
Julie Walters, Interim Director of Children’s Ministries 
Jimmy Hartley, Director of Youth    
     and Young Adult Ministries  
Sue Duckworth, Lay Ministry Coordinator  
Holly Behre, Director of Communications 
Rebecca B. Martin, Director of Little School  
Kjersti Franklin, Bookkeeper  
Kylie Lowery, Administrative Assistant 
Bunny Martin, Receptionist 
Theodore Seabrook, Clerk of the Works 
Matthew Cohen, Sexton 
Harvey Moore, Sexton 
Dr. Lester Pittman, Catechist 
Dr. William Tate, Verger and Master of Acolytes 
Matthew Storen, Associate Verger 
James Buxton, Associate Verger 
David Porter, Tower Bell Captain 

 
 

rector@gracesc.org 
vicar@gracesc.org 

avotaw@gracesc.org 
pgilbert@gracesc.org 

vipgp@aol.com 
toswald@lutheranhospice.org 

knorth@gracesc.org 
rectorsadmin@gracesc.org 

sbennett@gracesc.org 
jbennett@gracesc.org 

childrensministries@gracesc.org 
jhartley@gracesc.org 

 
sduckworth@gracesc.org 

hbehre@gracesc.org 
rburton@gracesc.org 

kfranklin@gracesc.org 
klowery@gracesc.org 
bmartin@gracesc.org 

 
 
 

lester.pittman@tridenttech.edu 
doctortate@aol.com 

mstoren@live.com 
jbuxton@ycrlaw.com 

porterwillson@comcast.net 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Entrance: 98 Wentworth Street, Charleston, SC  29401 
Office Address: 115 Wentworth Street, Charleston, SC 29401 

Phone: 843-723-4575 * Fax: 843-722-0415  
Kitchen: 723-8587 * Music: 723-2695 

Web: www.gracechurchcharleston.org or gracesc.org 
 

The Right Reverend Mark Lawrence, Bishop of South Carolina, XIV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reverend Donald S. McPhail, Rector Emeritus 
Ted Halkyard, Warden Emeritus 

 

 
VESTRY OF GRACE CHURCH 

Elsa McDowell, Rector’s Warden 
Jamie Kerr, People’s Warden 

 

 
Term expires January 2011 

Robert Behre 
Milton Boykin 
Anne J. Rhett 
Andrew Smith 
Bill Trawick 

Term expires January 2009 
Gilly Dotterer 

 Jay Hart 
  Mary Person 
Rob Wendt 

Lynn Hopkins 

Term expires January 2010 
Jeremy Cook 

Amy Mathisen 
Billy Orvin 

Cece Stricklin 
Tommy Thornhill 
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Bishop Marshall returns 
Bishop Michael Marshall returns to Grace Church in the fall. Bishop Michael will preach at 
both the 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist and the 5:00 p.m. Evensong on Sunday September 28. 
He will also lead our Adult Forum on that day.  

  

 
Famous Boys Choir Visits 

Billets Needed 
 
A special need has come to my attention and I pray you will help us respond to it. 
 

The North Carolina Boys Choir will perform at 4:00 p.m. Saturday, May 10 in the Chapel at 
Bishop Gadsden. They will need housing for one night only (Saturday), after they perform 
and eat dinner at Bishop Gadsden. The boys, billeted in pairs, along with a few adults, will 
need to the picked up at the Chapel of Bishop Gadsden at 6:30 p.m. On Sunday morning, 
the boys are to be dropped off at Grace Church by 8:15 a.m. so that they can be bused to St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church in North Charleston to arrive by 9:00 a.m. If the host home 
could provide breakfast for their boys before coming to St. Thomas, it would be 
appreciated. The hosts are invited to attend the concert.  
 

If you can help, please email Jean Bender at jbender45@comcast.net or call Jean at 402-
9736. Thanks for your care and attention. 
 
Michael+       
 

 
Outreach Sunday 

 We have designated Sunday November 16 as Outreach Sunday at Grace Church. Our 
guest Preacher that day will be the Reverend Bo Roberts, Rector of St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church, Gulfport, Mississippi. 



 

Grace Episcopal Church 
98 Wentworth Street, Charleston, South Carolina 29401 

(843) 723-4575 
gracechurchcharleston.org 

 
 
 




