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Food needed

Cold weather and increased need have depleted
the pantry at the Crisis Ministries Shelter, which
feeds homeless men, women and children in our
community. More than 200 people have been fed
in the lunch lines lately.

The Red Wagon in the back of our
church on Sundays is our collec-
tion point for food for the Shelter.
Your gifts of canned goods, rice,
pasta, condiments and other
items make a big difference.
When you’re shopping for holiday
meals or parties, please put an extra item in your
cart for the Red Wagon. During the week, dona-
tions can go in the bin in the Atrium.

United Thank Offering

The United Thank Offering (in the little blue box)
1s a program of the Episcopal Church for the mis-
sion of the whole Church, founded and adminis-
tered by women since 1889.

Currently, this a silent ministry
at Grace with no leadership and

' no formal communication. Despite
that, when the call went out last
month for an ingathering of your
offerings, Grace donations of
thankfulness came to more than
$500. Offerings are pooled world-
wide and distributed through grants that aid peo-
ple in need — mostly women and children —
throughout the world. Your generosity is out-
standing. Should anyone wish to coordinate this
ministry, please check the UTO website for more
information and call Sue Duckworth at 723-
4575,

New Life Outreach

Today is the last day to bring in gifts for adults
and children in the New Life Program at the
Charleston Center. The gifts should be un-
wrapped, but placed in holiday bags, and depos-
ited in the big “New Life’ box in Hanahan Hall.

Many thanks to everyone who has reached out to
help these families. If you have any questions
about Grace’s outreach to New Life, contact Amy
Marie Kay at amymarie. kay@gmail.com or 270-
2147.

Grace Notes

Please pick up your

Offering Envelopes!

If you have pledged to Grace for the
2009 Stewardship Campaign and you
ordered offering envelopes, please get
them in Hanahan Hall today. Thanks for
helping to save mailing costs.

2009 Pledges

“Fast away the old year passes...” says the Christ-
mas carol. If your December to-do list includes
making a pledge to Grace Church, you can check
it off today: Just stop by one of the tract racks to
get a pledge envelope, or make a pledge online at
gracechurchcharleston.org. Click on “Giving” and
then “Pledging” and follow the instructions.
Thanks to everyone who has made a commitment
to the 2009 Stewardship Campaign.

Adult Christian Education

Today at 10:10 a.m....

“Equipping the Home for Faith” is an Advent
series of classes led by the Rector in the Dotterer
Chapel upstairs. (See the map on Page 2.)

Faith Matters: We'll be “Opening the Bible.”
Have you ever wanted to read the Bible, but found
the challenge too difficult? Maybe you have been
put off by Christians who wield the Bible as a
weapon of cultural warfare. How could we make
the Bible a meaningful part of our lives? Join Les-
ter Pittman, Grace’s Catechist, and others in the
Meadowcroft Room upstairs to learn more about
the Scriptures we read in church and how to
“read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them.”

Next week: No adult classes. Join us again on
January 4, 2009!

Lost and Found: Last Call

Our lost-and-found bin of items found around the
church includes some very nice belongings that
someone must be missing: an adult’s fleece vest, a
child’s bookbag, reading glasses, a prayer book, a
good pair of gloves, and much more.

If you're missing an item, call the Church Office at
723-4575 to see if it’s there. Unclaimed items will
be donated in the new year to charities that need
them.
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Children’s Ministries
Julie Walters, Director of Children’s Ministries
childrensministries@gracesc.org, 723-4575

Today: Thanks for everyone’s
hard work on the 2008 Christmas
Pageant. Please join us in
Hanahan Hall after the 9:00 a.m.
service for some cake to cele-
brate. (No Spy KIDS classes to-
day.)

This week: Be sure to check the
schedule 1n this bulletin and

online for all the service times on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Bakers needed: We'll celebrate Christmas on
December 28 with cookies in Hanahan Hall at
10:10 a.m. If anyone can bake plain sugar cookies
for us to decorate, it would be greatly appreciated.
Please contact Julie if you can help.

Youth at Grace
Mac Brown, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries
mbrown@gracesc.org, 723-4575

This morning: Our two classes are taking a
break today and on December 28. Starting Janu-
ary 4, Confirmation classes will begin, and we’ll
resume our two other classes on Sunday mornings
at 10:10 a.m. High School students meet in the
Upper Room for a class about “What Others Be-
lieve.” Middle School meets in Room 7 to learn
about “Rituals and Sacraments of the Church.”

This evening: EYC will begin an hour later than
usual, at 6:00 p.m. We'll eat dinner first with the
St. Nicholas Choir and play some games before
going to Christmas Lessons and Carols together.

December 28: No EYC gathering on the Sunday
evening after Christmas. We'll start again on
January 4!

Ski trip: Our 2009 ski trip will begin Friday af-
ternoon, February 13, and we’ll return Monday
afternoon, February 16. Reservations are limited,
so if you are interested, please email Mac your
name and contact information. A $50 deposit is
due by January 12. Scholarships are available;
please speak with Mac.
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Grace Notes

‘Blue Christmas’

online and in print
Grace Church held its annual Blue Christ-
mas Service on December 10, a service of
hope and remembrance for people who are
grieving, sad or lonely at the holidays.

You can experience this year’s Blue Christ-
mas service, or share it with others, through
our website, gracechurchcharleston.org.

An audio recording of the Rector’s Blue
Christmas message is available on the web-
site to download as a podcast or listen to
online via streaming audio. The text of the
message 1s also available, or you can pick up
a printed copy today on one of the tract racks
at church.

You can also see the complete Blue Christ-
mas service bulletin online.

HALOS Thanks

The HALOS Angel Tree program was a great suc-
cess again this year. Ninety children who are in
foster care will have gifts on Christmas morning
because of you. Thank you to all who participated
by buying appropriate gifts,

wrapping them with love and

care and placing them under the

Angel Tree in Hanahan Hall.

Several parishioners wrote

checks to HALOS because no

more Angel Tags were available. That money will
help other children through HALOS, which
stands for “Helping And Lending Outreach Sup-
port.” In addition to the 90 children on the origi-
nal Angel Tree list, we added six medically fragile
children at the Medical University of South Caro-
lina through a connection with parishioner Ellen
Hart.

To quote a message from the Department of So-
cial Services, “We appreciate your efforts in mak-
ing wonderful holiday memories for ... (drum roll)
... 2,080 children on the Angel Tree, the most
ever! Great work partners, and thank you all”.
Grace Church is one of those partners, and can be
proud of all your efforts. Thank you again!

Jan Place and Judy Casey



CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA

Avoid the mall: Shop at Grace!

Stop by the Gifts of Grace book and gift shop to-
day for your last-minute Christmas shopping.
Books and note cards, plus gift items from dog

collars to afghans to pottery and jewelry are avail-

able. The shop is open after the 9:00 and 11:00
a.m. services.

A table in Hanahan Hall also will be set up today
to sell Grace’s ornament and cookbook, both of
which benefit the Saving Grace campaign. The
limited-edition collector’s ornament comes in a
velvet case with a numbered certificate. Both can
also be purchased in the gift shop.

Amazing Grace cookbooks are on special sale for
just $20, and they are already gift-wrapped for
Christmas!

The Memminger Partnership

Thanks to everyone who has made donations of
Kleenex, hand sanitizer and Halls cough drops,

along with breakfast bars, for Memminger School.

Although it’s almost Christmas break, the season
for sniffles will be with us well into the new year,
so your contributions are always very welcome.
Place the items in the Big Blue Memminger bar-
rels in the atrium at Grace’s back entrance.

Memminger is our neighbor across Wentworth
Street. Last year more than 50 Grace members
volunteered there. Find out more about Grace’s
Memminger Partnership at our website,
gracechurchcharleston.org, or contact Helen Brit-
ton at jhbritton99@yahoo.com or 852-9862; Ellen
Muenzen at ellenmuenzen@comcast.net or 216-
7829; Melinda Hamilton at MelindaLH@aol.com,
or 406-0033; or Audrey Foley at Afolz@sc.rr.com.

Grace Notes

Weekly email updates

Are you receiving Grace’s weekly email newslet-
ter, Grace To You? It’s a quick reminder, sent
every Monday or Tuesday, of what’s happening at
Grace in the coming week. It also includes the
Service Participant reminders for the coming
week. And there’s a link to these weekly “Grace
Notes” announcements so you can read them
online. Visit http://gracechurchcharleston to sign
up, or email Holly Behre at hbehre@gracesc.org
and ask to be placed on the mailing list.

Parish Life events

Oyster Roast: Mark your calendars for Saturday,
January 24, when the parish family will gather at
the home of Phil and Mary Bradley on Johns Is-
land for Grace's annual oyster roast. Anyone who
has ever attended this event knows that it is not
be missed. Tickets will go on sale in January.

Stingrays game: On Sunday, March 1, don't
miss Grace Day at the Stingrays as the St. Nicho-
las choir will be singing the National Anthem be-
fore we cheer on the South Carolina Stingrays
against the Gwinnett Gladiators.

About Baptism

Grace Church has Baptismal Eucharists several
times a year. Our next Baptismal Sundays are at
9:00 a.m. on January 11 (the Baptism of Our
Lord) and February 1 (The Presentation of Our
Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple). If you would
like to schedule baptism for yourself or your child,
please contact Emily Guerry, assistant to the rec-
tor, at 723-4575 or eguerry@gracesc.org.

@iscopal

Relief & Development

Healing a hurting world

Next week: ERD Sunday

December 28 will be an “ERD Sunday” at Grace, a
time when we remember the work being done
through Episcopal Relief and Development for
people affected by disasters or living in poverty.
Each ERD Sunday focuses on one of the Millen-
nium Development Goals, an international effort
to alleviate extreme poverty around the world.
Grace has been a leader in contributing to this
important form of outreach.
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TODAY AT GRACE

December 21, 2008

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite |

9:00 a.m. Family Eucharist and Christmas Pageant,
St. Nicholas Choir, St. Augustine Choir and Handbell Choir
10:10 a.m. Christian Education
Children: Christmas cake in Hanahan Hall after the Pageant
Youth: No classes today; resume on January 4
Adults: “Equipping Your Home for Faith” with the Rector
in the Dotterer Chapel upstairs
“Faith Matters” with Dr. Lester Pittman in the
Meadowcroft Room upstairs
Café au Lay, Ministry of the Week and
Information Table in Hanahan Hall

11:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist, Rite I St. Gregory Choir
Nursery is provided from 8:45 a.m. until 12:45 p.m.
6:00- p.m. EYC Youth Group dinner before the service

7:00 p.m. Christmas Lessons and Carols, St. Gregory Choir
and St. Nicholas Choir

Upcoming Events

December 24: Christmas Eve

5:00 p.m. Family Eucharist, St. Cecilia Choir and St. Gregory
Chamber Choir

7:30 p.m. Music before the service

8:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, St. Nicholas Choir and St. Gregory
Chamber Choir

10:15 p.m. Music before the service

11:00 Choral Eucharist, St. Gregory Choir

December 25: Christmas Day Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.

December 28: First Sunday after Christmas Day. Regular service
schedule (8:00, 9:00 and 11:00) plus Cookies and Carols at
10:10 a.m. in Hanahan Hall.

January 1: The Holy Name: Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.
January 24: Parish Oyster Roast at the Bradleys’ on Johns Island
January 25: Annual Parish Meeting

February 8: The Kirkin o’ the Tartan
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It’s a Jingle Out There!
Christmas Pageant 2008

Scene 1: The King Family

Dad: Hurry up, King family! Get inside. The door was unlocked and it’s nice and warm. No one is here
and we can wait out the storm. Well, come on. What’s keeping you?

Mom: We can’t come in here, dear. Why, it’s a church! It just wouldn’t be right.

Child 1: Dad, I'm cold and I’'m hungry. Can’t we just go home?

Dad: Yeah, sure. If I could find the way home, we’d be there right now. I admit it. We’re lost. There, are
you happy? We’re lost!

Mom: No one is blaming you dear. Just because we depended upon you to mark the map and drive

sensibly and ask directions when you were first lost, doesn’t mean we BLAME you. We're just....
disappointed in you.

Dad: If I had realized the depth of our “lostness”, I would have asked directions at the gas station. How
hard can it be to find the Interstate connection for Orient, Arkansas? After all, we have lived there
all our lives. We’re the Kings of Orient, Arkansas. I know where I live!

Child 2: Find a phone. Let’s order pizza. 'm so hungry.

Mom: Flip the lights and let’s get warmed up first.

Dad: Sssh, I hear someone coming. Quick! Hide!

Scene 2: God’s Little Lamb Nursery and Preschool children
Teacher: Come with me, children. It’s time to practice our part for the Christmas program. I’'m so glad we

beat the winter storm. We must hurry before it starts snowing again. Look how pretty the
Christmas lights are! And the flowers are lovely. Do you think there were Christmas lights and
flowers in the stable in Bethlehem when Jesus was born?

Adult: I'm afraid not. There were live animals in the stable. Lots of animals. Cows and goats, sheep and
donkeys—maybe even a little dog. I see you brought your animals to share on Christmas night.
Show me your wonderful animals! Can you make the same sound as your animal?

Let’s sing our Christmas song about Baby Jesus and the animals in the stable. I know you learned
the words in Childrens’ Chapel.

Children: Jesus was a little lamb,
little lamb, little lamb
Jesus was a little lamb,
he came on Christmas day. Baaa-aaal

Baby Jesus in the hay,
in the hay, in the hay,
Baby Jesus in the hay,
Come in my heart to stay.

We have brought our animals,
animals, animals,

We have brought our animals
For Jesus on this day.

Teacber: Wonderful! You sing so beautifully! We are ready for Christmas. Let’s go home and get lots of rest
before the program. Don’t forget to bring your special animals with you.



Scene 3: The King Family

Mom: Weren’t those children precious? I wanted to jump out and hug every one of them. Why are we
hiding, dear?

Dad: I don’t trust church people. If they find us in their church, they may have us arrested. We’ll rest and
read the map. Soon we’ll be on our way and no one will be the wiser.

Child 1: Why don’t we go to church, dad? Is it because you don’t trust church people?

Dad: Umm, Ummm. Don’t ask so many questions. Just do as I say. We’re the King Family. We don’t
have time.

Mom: Yes, dear. Of course, there is that perfectly lovely lady who invited me to a church tea last month.
She seemed like a nice person. I wanted to go but I know you have this uncomfortable feeling
about church so I said no as kindly as I could.

Dad: You couldn’t possibly believe a story about a baby who saves the world!

Mom: I heard the door open. I think we have company again.

Scene 4: Pajama Party! 4-year-old Preschool class

Teacher: I can’t believe no one is here yet. The storm must be keeping everyone away. I am glad you kids
made it safely. We will have plenty of time to practice our Christmas part. Have you been
practicing our song?

You all look so wonderful in your pajamas. Have you ever come to church in your “jammies”
before today?

I never have! It certainly feels strange not to be wearing my church shoes and my best clothes. Our
part of the Christmas program is to remind everyone that Jesus’ bed was a manger. He slept in the
animals’ food dish!

Adult: The night Jesus was born, His parents made the best bed they could for their baby boy. The hay
was sweet and fresh. A soft cloth covered His crib mattress. A few fluffy tufts of hay formed a
teeny pillow for His baby head. He slept very well on His homemade, animal dish bed.

Teacher: We are going to invite the audience to sing our song with us. We'll sing it first and they will sing it
with us again. Maybe they can add a few more verses to it. Now remember! When we sing, we
should get more and more tired until we are pretending to be sound asleep on the stage. Let’s
practice!

Hymn: Away In A Manger

(Al sing) Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked own where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
Teacher: Wake up! That was beautifull Now, don’t forget to wear your pajamas for the Christmas

program. Bring your favorite pillow and your best singing voice. We’re going to be the best
preschool kids in the show! Let’s go! You’re done with practice!



Scene 5: The Kings

Child 1:

Mom:

Child 2:

Mom:

Child 1:
Mom:

Child 2:
Mom:

Scene 6: Let the Heavens Rejoice and the Earth be Glad!

Teacher:

Students:
Teachert:
Students:

Teacher:

Student 1:

Students:

Teacher:

Student 2:

Teachet:

Student:

Teacher:

I wish I had 7y pajamas on. Those kids made me very tired. Is it true that baby Jesus didn’t have a
bed to sleep in? How could people let the Savior of the world sleep in a barn with animals and...no
bed?

I’m sure they did their best. I sort of recall that Mary and Joseph were traveling at the time. It must
have been difficult for Mary to put her precious baby boy in that animal manger. Every mom wants
the best cradle for her baby. Of course, I haven’t read the Christmas story in many years. I may be
wrong.

Why don’t we know the Christmas story, mom? I want to hear it.
Maybe we can find a Bible around here. After all, we are in a church.
Here’s a Bible. I think the Christmas story starts in Luke:

“Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be
taken of all the inhabited earth... and all were proceeding to register for the census, everyone to his
own city.

“...and Joseph, also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David in order to register,
along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was with child. And it came about that while they
were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her first born son;
and wrapped Him in cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the

»

inn.
Oh, I see. Read some more!

“And in the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch over
their flocks by night.”

Shepherds? Like the kind who take care of sheep?
Hurry and hide, I hear footsteps in the hall.

5-year-old Kindergarten

Come on! I need everyone to stand in their proper spots and act like shepherds. That’s it, you stand
here and you two over here. You look like shepherds to me! ...and what are you supposed to say in
the Christmas program?

“And there were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night.”
Say it again. We can never have too much practice.

“And there were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night.”
Excellent! Now one more time...louder!

What does “abiding” mean?

Yeah! What does “abiding” mean?

Well, it means “staying with” or “living with”. The shepherds were living with their sheep.
Did the shepherds love their sheep?

Do you love your pets at home?

The shepherds took loving care of their sheep. They even slept in the field so nothing would hurt
them in the night. I bet those shepherds even sang to their sheep.

Hey! We can be singing shepherds!
Let’s sing that great shepherd song...



Hymn:

The First Nowell

(A sing) The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields as they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

Teacher: Well done! When the shepherds saw God’s angels from heaven, they wasted no time getting
to the stable in little Bethlehem. The sight of Baby Jesus sleeping in the hay was so exciting
that they fell down and worshiped Him. Even shepherds could understand that God did
something very special that night.
We’re ready for the Christmas program. Let’s take off our shepherd costumes very carefully
and go home before the blizzard gets worse.

Scene 7: A Prayer for God’s People The Reverend Paul Gilbert

Fr. Paul: Heavenly Father, Thank You for giving me this congregation to shepherd. Make me
worthy of the task. The holiday season is filled with reasons to forget You. Help me guide
Your people back to the true Reason for this Season. It’s such a “jingle” out there. We
move from one activity to another and barely have time to remember Your arrival on earth.
Keep my congregation safe from the storm that threatens us today. Watch over the stranger
and the traveler passing through our town. May each one know this is a safe place from the
storms of life. O Lord, remind us that You came as a baby but became the Christ of the
Cross and the Savior of Resurrection! Let me forget the hustle-bustle of the holiday season
and move into Christmas worship. I will remember the obedience of young Mary and brave
Joseph. I will never cease to be amazed at the excitement of the common shepherds. I wish
I could have seen the Christmas angels and bowed at the manger with the Kings from the
Orient. (Pause....) It’s such a silent night, Lord. I can hear my congregation singing with me.
The words are silent, like the night.

Hymn:  Silent Night

(Al sing) Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Fr. Paul: Amen.



Scene 8: Touched by Angels

Teacher:

Student 1:
Student 2:
Student 3:
Student 4:
Student 5:
Student 6:

Teacher:
Students:

Teacher:

Hymn:
(Al sing)

Scene 9

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4:

Student 5:

Student 6:

: New Kid in Town

First and Second Graders

Is every Christmas Angel here? Let’s see... One, two, three, four.... hmmm, only a few
missing. We have enough kids to practice. Brush off the snow and straighten those halos.
We have work to do.

It’s so quiet and dark.

That’s okay. Our part in the program will be a surprise!

I love angels! They’re my favorite part of Christmas.

Well, I love the stars! Do you know that God made a “ba-zillion” stars?
A “ba-zillion” stars? How many is a “ba-zillion”?

I don’t know but I heard that the Christmas angels sang to the shepherds.
Do you remember what the Christmas angel said to the shepherd?

Glory to God in the highest! And on earth, peace to men of good will.

During our Christmas program, the audience will sing “Angels We Have Heard on High.”
You scatter down each aisle while they sing and wave your star wand just like a music
director.

Angels We Have Heard On High
Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply,

echoing their brave delight.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Third Graders

Did you hear what I heard? There’s a New Kid in Town. Our Messiah was born in
Bethlehem tonight!

That’s what I heard! It cannot be true. After all these years....

Well, I do not believe it. If the Messiah was truly here, we would hear trumpets. White
horses would lead Him into town. And born in Bethlehem? No way!

I believe it. I've been looking at the sky and there is a very bright star hanging over our
heads. It seems to twinkle God’s blessing on our tiny town. Look up! See for yourself!

I ran into a few shepherds. They were in a rush to get over to the Inn. They had some crazy
story about a sky full of glowing angels. According to them flying angels sang some song
about “Glory to God and peace on earth”....like we haven’t heard that before!

Yeah, sounds like a UFO story to me. Everybody knows nobody can fly and never will.
You know those low life shepherds. They’ll do anything to get their fifteen minutes of
fame.



Hymn:

O Little Town Of Bethlehem

(A sing) O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting Light;

the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

Student 7:  Did you ever consider that the shepherds are telling the truth? Our prophets started talking
about Messiah five hundred years ago. Have you forgotten Micah’s prophecy that our
Savior would be born in little Bethlehem? “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah; are by no
means least among the leaders of Judah; For out of you shall come forth a Ruler, Who will
Shepherd My people Israel.” (Micah 5:2)

Student 8:  Isaiah gave us clues: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will
be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)

Student 9:  Isaiah told us, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us: and the government
will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

Student 10: Oh come on! Think about it. Would God send our Prince of Peace in the form of a baby? I
think not! He will come as a majestic King of Kings. He will live in a palace. Parades will be
given in His honor. Seen one of those tonight?

Student 11:  Well, it’s a wonderment. I just saw a young couple in the stable. They were taking care of a
tiny baby boy, born just an hour ago. He’s cute. Real cute!

Students:  Is it true? Can it be true? A baby boy. Interesting. Very interesting.

Hymn: O Little Town Of Bethlehem

(Al sing) O holy Child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

Scene 10: Honor the King of Kings Fourth and Fifth Graders

Student1: My folks dropped me off just as the snow started again. We better hurry or we’re going to
be stuck here all night.

Student 2:  Check the kitchen refrigerator. If there’s Pepsi and pizza, let it snow!

Student 3:  Did everybody bring their crowns? I guess we’re supposed to be The “Kings of Orient
Are.” I hope we don’t have to wear costumes. I got a great Christmas outfit I want to wear.

Student 4: I hope we DO wear costumes. Those Kings really knew how to dress. Long robes of silk,

woven with gold thread. Gold and silver jewelry, soft leather sandals on their feet. Yes, I
could live very nicely as a King from Orient Are!



Student 5:
Student 6:
Student 7:

Student 8:

Student 9:

Student 10:

Student 11:

Student 12:

Student 13:

Student 14:

Student 15:

Student 16:

Hymn:
(A sing)

What makes you think that’s how Kings of the Orient dressed?
’Cause that’s how I'd dress if I was a King from Orient Are.

You do know having the Kings appear in the nativity scene is historically incorrect. I think
we should vote them off the island...I mean vote them off the stage.

Oh, lighten up. The important part of the Kings’ story is that they showed up with valuable
gifts at the right time. Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh were worth a lot in those days. It
must have cost Joseph a lot of money to take off for Egypt for a couple years with Mary
and Jesus.

I never thought of it that way. Joseph would have been a carpenter without a carpenter
shop. When God led him to leave the country, God provided the money.

You mean the Kings didn’t just worship Jesus and leave? It sounds like they were the most
practical visitors. They even threw a baby shower.

There were probably more than three Kings too. Traditionally, wise men of the east
traveled in groups of nine to twelve and brought along their servants, animals and tents.
What a caravan!

And they believed God’s message! Even when Herod tried to trick them into “ratting out”
the baby’s location, they were smart enough to go home a different way. There’s a reason
they were called the “wise guys”.

Wouldn’t you love to know the rest of the King’s story? Did they believe they had seen
God’s Messiah? Did they tell others?

The important issue is, “Did they believe for themselves?” We all know that we can believe
with our heads and not our hearts. God calls upon each of us to take a step of faith to
believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. I can’t think of anyone in a better position to
believe than the Kings who were far from home, maybe lost since they were following a
star and being confronted with God’s plan for the world.

Well, all I can say is we should wear our crowns proudly and tell their story so the whole
church understands what they did for Joseph’s little family.

I see we are supposed to end with everyone singing, “We Three Kings of Orient Are”.
That’s appropriate. Let’s practice.

We Three Kings

We three kings of Orient are,

bearing gifts we traverse afar,

field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night,

star with royal beauty bright;

westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light!



Scene 11: The King Family

Child 1: Did you hear that? They even wrote a song about our family name “We Three Kings of Orient,
AR.” Wow! I’'m impressed.

Dad: I must admit, I’'m learning a lot about Christmas. I never knew how much Jesus means to so many
people

Mom: I'm so glad to hear that, dear. The story of Jesus is all our story because it teaches us that God
chose to become one of us.

Child 2: Well, one of you better figure out how to join a church. Parents are supposed to know stuff like
this.

Dad: Shhh, I hear someone else coming. Doesn’t anyone around here ever stay home during a storm.
Come on, we better hide until we figure out what to do.

Scene 12: The Christmas Program Middle School Students

Student: I heard your car drive up to the church. Is it still snowing?

Student: Yeah, I slid into the parking lot. You guys are going to have to help push if I get stuck. My mom
said I had to be really careful. If I dent that car, I'll still be paying for it at graduation.

Student 1: What are we supposed to do for the Christmas program this year? I missed church last week.

Student 2: Nobody told me. I guess it’s the same old shepherd, angel, baby, donkey, wise men, camel kind of
thing. Same old...same old.

Student 3:  Is there a new story we should tell? After all, Christmas is pretty much based around the same story
each time we tell it. The facts don’t change.

Student 4:  Just for once, wouldn’t it be fun to tell the Easter story at Christmas? That would mix everybody
up. I can see it now, a big cross in the center of the stage. Easter lilies all around the altar. Maybe
we could even build a paper-mache tombstone.

Student 5: Hey, that’s not a bad idea. Easter at Christmas. I think we could make it work! Let’s tell the “Rest
of the Story”. Jesus came to earth as a baby, grew up a small town kid, started a ministry that
changed the world and then..DRUM ROLL....

Students: THE CROSS!

Student 6: Hey, that can work! The Cross of Calvary is the center of Jesus’ story. I think we should talk about
what He did so we can understand his ministry better.

Student 7: God made our salvation so simple. Even I can understand it. “Follow Jesus and try to do his will,
and God will take care of us.” That’s our Christmas message!

Student 8: Well, I'm glad we got that settled. Now, let’s go and find some pizza. I'm starving]

Hymn: 1z Came Upon the Midnight Clear

(A sing) It came upon the midnight clear,
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that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth

to touch their harps of gold:

“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven’s all gracious King.”

The world in solemn stillness lay

to hear the angels sing.



Scene 13: It’s a Jingle Out There! Parents

Parent 1:

Parent 2:

Parent 3:

Parent 4:

Parents:

Parent 5:

Parent 6:

Welcome! Welcome! You all made it safely through the snow storm. I see the township finally
plowed the streets. My old car chugged along very nicely.

I brought the food for the Christmas program party. Did you bring decorations? Who has the
coffee?

Yep, I left everything in the church kitchen. By the way, do you know the High School class is
eating pizza there right now?

I don’t know why their parents let them drive on a day like this. Why, they could get themselves in
big trouble. In my day, those kids would be shoveling snow about now. I don’t know about kids
these days.

(Langhing)
I saw a car in the lot I've never seen before. It’s got ARKANSAS license plates on it. Anybody got
family visiting?

I saw that car too. Lots of luggage in the back. They’re traveling for sure.

(T'he King family emerges from their hiding place.)

Dad:

Child 1:
Mom:

Student:

Dad:

Student:
Child:

Student:

Student:

I confess. We’re the Kings, from Orient, AR. We broke into the church during the worst of the
storm. We’re pretty lost.

And hungty too. I smell that pizza!

We hope you will forgive us. We didn’t know what to do. It’s so awful outside and we needed a
place to stay.

You broke into the church? Didn’t you see the key in the box? We let anybody in here. You are
welcome to stay as long as you need shelter.

A key? No, I just opened the door with a big push. We have seen just about everybody who goes to
this church today. Kids and adults have been coming in and out to practice for the Christmas
program. It seems that snow storms don’t mean much to anybody around here.

Were they any good? I still haven’t decided if I'm coming.
Yeah, they were great. I heard the whole story of Christmas for the first time.

I feel that God can understand me because He became a child in our world. I never knew 1
belonged to God in that way. It makes me happy.

We pray all the time so we can thank God for this wonderful gift. Do you think we can pray
together?

Dear Lord, we have the Kings from Orient, AR who want give thanks for your great message of
salvation. You came among people like us to give hope in a broken world. We need to hear this
story once a year so we can draw close to you. And we’re thankful for those who have heard this
good news for the first time too.

Well, we have a party to prepare. We have lots of food for any Kings who may feel a bit hungry.
Come with us. Stay with us. We may even have someone who can read a map. After all, “It’s a
Jingle Out There”!

As the pageant concludes and the children return to their places, please join us in singing
“Joy to the World” on next page.
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Joy To The World

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;

let us our songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground,;

he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love.
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